
WATERBURY — Crosby High School teacher Donna Mancuso has coached small teams of students to the 

national "LifeSmarts" tournament for the past 15 years. 

 

Organized by the National Consumers League, the competition quizzes students on topics of consumer 

rights and responsibilities; the environment; health and safety; personal finance and technology. Year 

after year, Mancuso's teams have managed to navigate past teams from more affluent districts to 

attend the national competition. 

 

In Denver this year, Crosby didn't win as a team. Still, members did well in individual competitions, 

taking home a scholarship and other prizes. 

 

Crosby juniors Klajdi Gjonaj and Alyssa Simoes won first and second place, respectively, in the "Last 

Smarty Standing" buzzer competition involving 180 students; winners earned gift cards. Simoes, the 

team captain, also took first place in a 100-question written-answer test on personal finance, taking a 

$500 college scholarship. 

 

Each year, teams write essays on the virtues of their coaches for the "coach of the year" contest. Each 

year, teams have written affectionately of Mancuso. 

 

It's not hard to see why. Mancuso leads both Crosby's Mock Trial team and its LifeSmarts team. She also 

serves as a mentor and counselor. Students go to her to share their problems and seek advice. She helps 

with college applications, essays and recommendations. She attends student academic ceremonies and 

sports competitions to let them know she cares. 

 

This year, Mancuso realized she'd won "coach of the year" as an announcer began repeating her 

students' words during an award ceremony. 

 

"It was unbelievable," Mancuso said. "I think there was a little part of each of them in that speech. It 

was very meaningful. I cried." 

 

The realization dawned on students at the same time. Simoes described it as "the best feeling ever." 

 

"We all really appreciate Mrs. Mancuso," Simoes said. "I think in school, without TAG (Talented and 

Gifted), I don't know where I would be. It helps us develop our interests outside of regular academics." 



 

Turning to Mancuso during an interview Thursday, Simoes continued. 

 

"You are super guiding and caring, and I feel like you listen to what I have to say and believe in what I 

want to do," Simoes said. 

 

Waterbury schools paid hotel costs in Denver. The remaining cost, of about $7,500, came from Crosby 

alumni, district staff and corporate supporters solicited by students. 

 

"Not only am I proud of Donna as a friend and colleague, but the school is proud, and the district should 

be proud that our students do so well when they go to these competitions," Vice Principal Joanna 

Crudele said. 

Sent from my iPhone  

  

  

  

   

   

   

Paging and Bottom Toolbar   Previous Item Next Item   

  

Connected to Microsoft Exchange  

 

 


